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N the beginning of this excellent and learned Trea- 
- tife, the Author of it tells us, that whatever we know 
of the Order, Place and Motion of the greateft Bo- 
ies of the World, is all cre Sie Ph eae of Cele- 
ial A nces ; among which he reckons the Motion 
of the "San, Moot Stars, and all the reft of the Hea- 
venly Bodies oncein 24 hours about the Earth from Eaft 
to Weft, to. be the principal and moft remarkable. And 
thisthe Aftronomers call Motus primus, to diftinguith it 
from that Motus fecundus, which the Sun, Moon, and 
the reft_of the Planets are obferv’d feverally to make from 
the Weft towards the Eaft ; and this latter differs likewife 
from the former, becaufe it is regulated by the Zodiack or © 
Ecliptick, but the former by the Equator. 
The Ancients, hefaies, have further taken notice ( to 
fay nothing of the Sun, and Moon, and their ee? 
Na that 
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that the other five Planets do not alwa s¢ 
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founetinges. | icom ; 
and appear fixed; and fometffnesthey go more, and fome- 
times lefs Northward or Southward.. Thofe which ap- 
pear the higheft, to wit, Saturn, pert’ and Mars, do va- 
ry their Courfe fromthe Sun, till they. come to be in On 
pofition with them, and then they are-always Retrograde, 
and greateft to the Eye. But the /ower, viz. Venus and 
Mercury, go very little from the Sun; Venus little more 
than half a Sign, and Mercury never a whole one; and 
fometimes they go before, fometimesthey, follow him. 

In folving of thefe Phenomena, and explicating thefe 
Varieties of Motions, the old Philofophers divided them- 
felves into feveral Seffs, according to their Opinions , 
whereof fome thought the Earth moved, and others not. . 
Of the former, Pythagoras, Pherecides his Scholar, was 
the Author; of the latter, .Amaximander, the Schol ar of 
Thales Milefius. Of this latter Opinion was Prelemaas, 
about the year of Chrift:140. which obtain’d, and was 
followed in the Schools till the time of Copernicus, which 
w4s fome fourteen Generations. 

He expounds at large the Alypothefis of Ptolem@us, and 
gives usa Table of his Revolution of the Planets, which 
afterwards he refutes as incoherent and impoffible. 

Afterwards he givesus Tycho Brahe’s Syftem, and ano- 
ther compounded or made up.of,that of. Zyche’s and Febe 
Baptifia Ricciol’s, both which he reyes, and gives us\his 
Reafons; and at: laft: concludes, that Copernicus his Sy- 
{tém of the World, as Keplensis hath corrected it , mutt 
needs be che beftand trueft, from werable Arguments 
both in Natural: Philofophy,, and\in the .Mathematieks. 
Here he argues ftom the Planets:Mation of Longitude , 
from their Motiomof Latitude, from comparing theBarsh. 
with the reft ofthe Planets, bethas to Matrer,Form, Mag- 
nitude, Place and Motion ;. from the Caufe of their -Mb- 
tion ( which he makes to be the-Sun,.'and proves it by 
thewing us,thatthe nearer any of the Planets. is to the Sum, 
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ver s,) from the end or-defign.of their Motion. ( which 
isthe ufe and benefit both of Man and Beait,. “es every 
part of the Earth might fucceflively enjoy the Light and 
Heat of the Sun, and that all the.Stars in their rfes 
might appear ;) fromthe Subject,oftheir Motion. It be- 
ingalwaysobferv’d, that dittle Bodies are, as it were, de- 
fign'd and-made on purpofe for Motion, and great Bodies 
for Reft ; orat leait,. that little Bodies are made for 
quicker Motions, and.great onesifor flower : As for.exam- 
ple; Fe go.nao furtherghan the Heavens, the Satedlites or 
Guards, of Saturn..and Jupiter, as they are much lefler 
than their Principals, fo they are carried about their Prin- 
cipals much fafter than their Principals are about the 
Sun. So the Moon is lefs and fwifter than the Earth, 


which it goes roundabout: Aad therefore the Sun is by 
hum placed in the Center of the World, or at-leaft; of iss 
own mighty Vertex; forhow, orby what Example or A- 

Nalogy can the Sun, that is fo great a Body, and encom- 
pals'd by five of the principal Planets, be turn’d or,mov’d 
abour the Earth,which is-fo little, yea, more than two hun- 
Bred thoufand times lets chanted’ And, again, further, 
That .thewhole Machine of the World, which contains fo 
many thoufand Stars ‘perhaps nothing lefler than the Sun) 

fhould be mov’d about the Earth, which bears fo {mall a 

_Proportion tothem, is yet more abfurd. Another of his 
Arguments is. drawn fromthe fwiftnefs of the Motion of 

the Celeftial Bodies, if we fhould make the Earth the Cen- 
ter, and efpecially of the fixt Stars; The Ancients were 

of opinion, That.thefe Stars were 201 10 Semidiameters of 

the Earth diftant from.it, every one of which contains 860 

German Miles ; according to which Account in one fecond 

Minute, (as they fpeak ) thatis, inthe time of one mo- 

derate Pulfe, they-muft needs be moved 1260 German 

Miles; yea, acccording to the diftance which fome have 

placed them from the Eatth, they should move 14000 Ger- 

man Miles in one Pulfe. »And this wnconceivable Rapidi- 

ty or Swiftnefs did prevail fo farupom fome of thedearned 
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Mathematicians, ‘as Chr. Sew. Longomontanus, David Ori- 
ganus, Antonius Deufingius, &c: that though with Pzple. 
meus and Tycho, they madetheEarth the Center of the 
World, yet for this reafon only they attributed the daily 
Motion to the Earth, and‘not to the Heavens. Another 
of his Arguments is taken from the Harmony and Plainnefs 
of his Syftem. Another fromthe Effeét of the daily Mo- 
tion. Galileus Galilei the Florestine Mathematician, fo 
famous for his many new Difcoveries made inthe Heavens 
by his Telefcope, after he was inftruéted in this Syftem, 
profefles in oné of his Treatifes, That one Reafon 
why he lik’d and approv’d it, was, becaufe thisdaily Mo- 
tion of the Earth was alfo the Reafon of the ebbing 
and flowing of the Sea; for juft as water in a Veffel un- 
equally moved, is reciprocally raifed from one fide to the 
other, fois the Seato the fhores. And’ though the ‘parts 
of thé Earth are equally mov’d both by the anita die 
daily Motiop from Weft to Eaft, yet. they are unéqua 
mov’d in refpeét of the Night and the Day Hemifphere,b 
caufe the annual Motion is in the Night-Hemifphere haft- 
ned,&in the day-Hemifphere retarded by the daily Motiop. 
But the confent of the Moon with the Tide, which Ga- 
jileus omitted, or at beft, but darkly hinted, is wel¥ fup- 
plied by that excellent Mathematician Dr. Wadis, whohas 
thew’d, That the Flux and Reflux of the Sea, does noton- 
ly depend upon the Motion of the Earth, but joyntly alfo 
on that of theMoon, becaufethefe two Bodies being car- 
ried about in oneand the fame Vortex about the Sun, and 
having one common Center of gravity, the Water ftill en- 
clines to that Meridian, where the Moon pafleth, and 
flows back to the contrary Meridian at her departure. 
Befides this general Motion of the Sea, he tells us of 'a 
particular onein the Torrid Zone, which isa continual 
Current from Eaft to Weft: whence it is, that the Eaftern 
banks of fhores of Iflands and Continents are by little and 
little, wafhed .away, and the Weftern do proportionally 
encreafe and grow,:.which does manifeftly ‘proceed from 
the daily Motion of the Earth. And fo it-comesto pats, 
that 
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that the water not being:continuous. ( as we may fay ) but 
contiguous to the Earth, cannot follow the Earths Mo- 
tion, but make fome kind of refiftance toward the Weft, 
while the Earth withdraws it felf Eaftwards; fo that the 
Earth, and not the Sea, does, here. properly change its. 


lace. WS NIL, 2 nom 
Y From this very Caufe,about the Equinoétial Line-where 
the Earth is movidvery fwiftly about ) we have aconftane 
Trade-Wind, which blows from Eaft to Weft, whereby 
Navigation in thofe Parts is extreamly advantaged. For 
while the Earth.is mov’d from Weft toEaft, the Air which 
is not mov’d fo faft in thofe Places, feems- to refift, and 
becontrary tous Thefe are Phenomena which can never 
be-folv’d, fuppofing the Earth to ftand fill. Nor will the 
rarifying Power of the Sun ftand us herein any fteed, for 
then it would.have the fame effect. about and beyond the 
Tropicks, - juft as we fee that thofe Winds donot ceafe un- 
‘a Equinoétial, though the Sun be moved to the Tro- 


picks23 Degrees, © 6 i 
There isone Argument which above all the reft I muft 
Not omit to-acquaint-you with, in pafling , and that is one 
which is drawn 4b Jmpofibili : If a man were carry’d into 
any.of: the Planets, according to the judgment of his 
eye, he,would believe himfelf unmoveable in the Center 
ofthe world ; for that motion which does not -affect our 
bodies with fuccuffation, and which we cannot perceive 
by our fenfes to proceed from our felves., is efteem’d reft. 
Thus would that man attribute theMotion of that Planet 
to the Sun,and reckon the Motion of the Sunas great as the 
Circle which the Planet where he is, does defcribe. And 
as we think the Sun is mov’d.round about the Earth in 365, 
days, fo if aman were in Mercury , he would think the 
Sunmov’d round him in 88 days, in Vesus in 225, in Mars 
in 687, in Fupiter in 4332, and laftly in Saturn in. 10759. 
So that while the Sun went once about Saturn , it would 
maketwo Circles and a half about Fupiter, 15 about Mars, 
2g about the Earth , 48.about Veaus,.122 about Mercury, 
and while the Sun went once about the earth, it would finith 
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‘the half of Mars his Citele , the twelfth part of Fupizers, 
and the thirtieth of Saturns. Now it is-impoflible forthe 
Sun atthe fmetimeto make, and not’to make a Circle ; 
to make fix'unequal Motions at once,and in the fame fpace 
of time,-or tobe at oneein 6 feveral’ places. |Somevother 
Arguments he hath, aleogether they are in number feven: 
teen; ‘and then’ he eoncludes:the: Whole witha brief Re- 
conciliation of thé Thefis ‘with Holy Writ; telling'us, That 
the Analogy of Natufe is to’be taken from.the Book’ of 
Nature, and not from that of Holy Writ; the principal 
Defign Whereof ts tnuch’greater, and more fublime’, than 
fuch Philofophical Inftruétions ; and that many things are 
' there fpoken to mean atid:common Capacities. 09 





Out of the Fournal des Scavans,Munday Fed. 2. 1682. 
Hiftoire du premier®S du second Triamvirat depuis la Mort 
de Catilina jufq’ a teZe de Brutus, 2°Fom. #12, Baris, 
1682. hod nue ong ulguond ,!:'Soninpa aifaaat 
T were very much to be -with’d, that this Author:had 
given us all the Romaa Hiftory with the fame forcejthe 
fame ftile, and. the fame Exa€tnefs' wherewith im this 
Work hewrites the Lives of thetworfirft. and greateft’ of 
the Roman Emperours ; together with the ftrange Revolu- 
tions which hapned in the Empire, from the! Death of Cati- 
line, to that of. Brutus; for he does not only tellusall that 
pafled during the fatal time of thefetwo famous Triumvi- 
rates, but he gives us alfo the Grounds and Caufes of it.» He 
enters into the moft fecret Intrigues and Defigns of all the 
great menhe fpeaks of ; he examins their'Actions:and their 
Condué&: He difcovers the moft hidden means they-made 
ufe of toobtaintheir ends; and that we might be igno- 
rant Of nothing, he defcends to their very Humours, ‘nei- 
therforgetting their Learning, their Converfation, ‘their 
good Words, nor their Jefts. As for Example, : {peaking of 
the Liberality that Cefar us’d to thofe that ferv’d-under 
him, whofe Debts he pai’d out of his own Purfe, he tells 
us, That tothofe who were engag’d in great Sums, the 
Emperor was .us’d to fay in fport, That aCivil War would 
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a8 at once: andbecaufe Pe boa she 408 his other 
Magnificcoces mthe -Expence of the,.Gau/s, he obferves 
that it was not without Reafon faid of his That he had fub- 
dad the Gauls with the Iron of the Omans, ard the Ro- 
mans with the Gold of the Gauls. | : 
Inanother place, having obferv’d Gicero’s Irrefolution 
which fide he fhouldtake, in the Difference between Ce/ar 
and Pompey, from the great uncertainty of his Actions,and 
atlength, how after the fuecefs of Petreius and. Afranius, 
Pompey’s Lieutenants in Spain, he with many other Sena- 
torsdetermin’d to go joyn. with Pompey, notwithftanding 
the Counfel and importunity of Friends ; he faies, that be- 
ing come to Pompey,who reproach’d him for coming alittle 
toolate, Cicero anfwer'd him, How toolate? Lfee nothing 
here that’s ready, orin order; whereby this great Orator 
neatly reflects ypon, his negligence and want of Condua. 
And another time, when sey made a happy. prefage of the 
War, from the catching of feven Eagles within the Camp; 
he tells us, Cicero faid , That this would do well, if they 
had to fight with: 4YS 3 which pe Pompey very much out of 
Patience, and dhimrofay, Getyou gone into Cefars 
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Camp, and they youl ceafeto jeer, and 
~ An the Defeription chathe makes. of Battels, he omits 
not the leaft:Cireumftance, as well telling us their Faults,as 
their Valour and Conduct : So {peaking of Pompey’s Rout 
at the Battel of Pharfalid, and his flight to Amphipolis , hie 
thews us his‘Overfight in not makibe ule of his Advantage 


at Sea, where his Army was yet very trong and Victorious; 
it’s trite, € attributes this)to his Misfortune which fo over 
power'd his judgment, that he forgot to make ufe of thefe 
Advantages > but he:tells us withal it proceeded fromthe 
great Confidence he had plac’d in the Number and Valour 
of his forces, and by the too certain Hope he had conceived 
ofthe Viory, whichhindred him from thinking of any 
Remedy agantfti the Mifchief'into which: he was fallen. 
~The Character which he gives us of all thofé great men 
is very curious ;. for Example that of Cato.who kill’d him- 
felf at Vrica becaufe he would not fall into Ce/ars ee 
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and of Bratiés who murder’ad te our (aad it'may 
be his father, according to the Remark Wwhiclr this Author 
thakes of his being born in the’moft ‘amorous day$ of Ce- 
far and Servilia Brutus his Mother ) he obferves the fe- 
veral difpofitions, Vertues & Vices of them both, telling 
us allthe Circumftances which made thefe two. Actions 
of theirs {o famous. He tells usthe Motives and Princi- 
ples of them, oné of which proceeded’ ftom ‘Philofophy, 
whereof Cato made Profeffion , the other from that hatred 
of Tyrants which feems to have entred into Bratus his 
Heart, with the Blood of his Anceftours, which would not 
have fuffér’d him, as he faies himfelf, to haye excus’d his 
own father to pretend more Authority than the Lawsand 
the Senate;and which made him,upon this occafion, forget 
all his {weet Inclinations to Vertue, fincé itis certain,that he 
was fober,vigilantand courteous in his Converfation,which 
joyned to his avoiding Of Pleafures,Love of Glory, and his 
other great zai , madé- him belov’d of the People , 
ador’d of his Friends,and efteem’d by his very Enemiee 

Laftly, in this Work we have'an exact diftin@ion of the 
Roman Families, among which the Refétblance of the 
Names, has madeamuch Confufion. He gives us likewifé 
the Explication of all thof¢ Terms which céncern the War, and in the 
Margin you have the Value of the Raman Money, which he men- 
tions in the Hiftory. So in {peaking of the Prefent which Cefar 
made Servilia, of a Pearl that coft 6 Thoufand Seferces, hetells us 
it comes to 175000 French Livres; that the Thoufand /Talents 
which Pompey had yearly to pay his new rais’d Troops, amounted 
to §00000 French Crowns; and that where ” a Gdn Hi- 
ftory, That Cefar took out of the Treafury Four Tho One 
Hundred and Thirty Pounds of Gold, and Fourfcore Thoufand 


Pounds of Silver; thefe two Sums amounted to 2611200 French 
Livres. rf 
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